


  Submission guidelines: Image Poem Iraq
Image Poem Iraq is a book project conceived by Joel Preston Smith, a writer and photographer in Portland, 
Oregon, and Mary Bast, a poet in Gainesville, Florida. The book will ‘match’ images taken by Joel Preston Smith 
in Iraq in 2003 (before and after the U.S. invasion) with poems related to specific images that will appear in the 
book. 
 
For contributors in the Pulitzer Remix, submissions are due on or by June 1. The project will be opened up to all 
poets after that date. Remixers can still contribute, up until the final submission date of Sept. 1. Poems should 
relate to a single image in the PDF titled “image_poem_iraq.pdf”. Poets can contribute more than one poem, but 
the project centers on publishing a book in which each poem (or a series of poems by multiple contributors) is 
strongly related to one particular image. There are (currently) 14 images to choose from in the PDF. 
 
Poems do NOT have to be about war, or Iraq, or any of the ‘obvious’ themes that might be perceived in the 
images. We, as editors, hope to see poems that do have a discernible connection to the images, but the poems don’t 
have to reference the images in some kind of ‘direct’ manner. 

Titling, etc.: Please title your poem, note which page of the PDF your poem relates to (or, at worst, describe the 
image). Those details should be included as a footnote (in essence) to the poem—meaning beneath the poem 
(you don’t have to use superscript or otherwise set off the footnote). Please include both your poem(s) and image 
number in your submission (the ‘image number’ for each poem is the page of the PDF on which the image occurs 
that inspired your poem). Make it easy for us (please) to know which image you are writing about.

Since we plan on opening up submissions after June 1, feel free to forward these guidelines to anyone you believe 
might be interested in contributing poetry.
 
Line length: 64 is the maximum number of lines we will publish (but we prefer 32 or less) for a given poem. The 
book will likely be ‘chapbook’ sized—roughly 5.5 x 8.5 inches, and will include the photographs related to the 
poems we’ve chosen for publication. 
 
Format: Format your poem according to how you wish it to be seen. Ideally, you should send poems in rich text 
format (RTF files), as Word documents DOC files), or OpenOffice documents (ODT files).

Production: Beginning around Oct. 1, we plan to have finished selections for the book. Nov. 1 we (ideally) will 
have a completed design, and can begin approaching publishers. Payment for submissions will be, at a minimum, 
in digital editions. If proceeds exceed $1000, we will issue payments dependent on projected revenue. 

Book title: The title will likely be chosen from a phrase from one of the submitted poems. Until then, it’s just 
Image Poem Iraq. 

Where to send your submissions 

Email Joel Preston Smith and Mary Bast at: 

joel@joelprestonsmith.com, mary.bast@att.net

And good luck with your work. 

   — Joel & Mary

More about Joel: 

http://joelprestonsmith.com/about/

http://tinyurl.com/oqwqgx4

More about Mary: 

http://foundpoetrycollage.blogspot.com/

http://joelprestonsmith.com/about/
http://tinyurl.com/oqwqgx4 
http://foundpoetrycollage.blogspot.com/
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